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Who’s Afraid of Red: A Story Cycle in Three Parts
 Alessandra Gelmi

Told in three parts, Who’s Afraid of Red: A Story Cycle in Three Parts chronicles the relationship between one man and his two lovers, worlds apart, and all of the intellectual suppositions in between. Sylvia, an art professor, learns that her lover, Leon, a war correspondent, will be heading back to Rwanda. When he returns to the war-torn country, he reconnects with Maria and meets his daughter for the first time while Sylvia, back in the U.S., waits for his hopeful return and reflects on a life of mistakes, learning experiences, and growth periods. Alessandra Gelmi masterfully captures the inner contemplations of those who are cursed (or perhaps gifted?) with speculative contemplations.

In Part One, Sylvia and Leon discuss topics such as animal rights, abortion, the Catholic Church and her fondness for its customs, art, and former relationships. After a traumatizing event at the hands of Leon’s son Bubba, Sylvia has to decide if love is enough just before she has to bid Leon farewell. 

In Part Two, Leon recalls his horrific experiences in Rwanda with perfect vile detail, reminding readers of a portion of history where genocide was unstoppable in the region. Leon had fathered a child three years ago during his assignment to Rwanda, and his second assignment is an effort to see his daughter and Maria, the woman he left behind. Leon nurses his affection and need for Maria, discussing the fact that murder is still continuing sporadically even after the resolution. His time with her is brief, and he decides to love her as well, despite her youth. Leon’s visit is cut short, and Sylvia waits for his return.

In Part Three, which consists of Sylvia’s diary, she reflects on her past loves and conversations with psychiatrists and friends who have come and gone amidst spiritual confusion. In typical journal format, Sylvia’s thoughts are staccato but still impactful, quickly jumping from one scene to the next. She focuses largely on Greg, a man with more physical ailments than many men combined, and why she chose to be with him. Readers will develop affection for Sylvia and respect her patience with Leon as he fulfills his desire and duty to another woman.

Through a series of flashbacks and historical recollections about the Rwandan genocide, Alessandra Gelmi dabbles in the human psyche, male and female, and intensely investigates choices that have been made and the events that led up to those choices. Human nature is a tenuous thing, but Alessandra handles it with expert approach in Who’s Afraid of Red: A Story Cycle in Three Parts. Chiefly philosophical in nature, this novel will inspire self-reflection and a deeper desire for establishing the cause for one’s own existence.

 You can find Who’s Afraid of Red: A Story Cycle in Three Parts at http://www.publishamerica.net/product49149.html.

